
 

 FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT—The Big Two—March 11, 2018  

Worship & Weekly  

Devotional Notes 

St Luke’s - Albury 

Home of FRONTIER  

Ps. David Grulke 

Whether you’re a visitor or have been with us for a long time, it is exciting for us to 

gather together as one in the presence of the Lord to Worship and be fed by him. 

These Devotional Notes are for your spiritual journey.  We encourage you 

to re-read this week’s readings, say the gathering and missional prayer 

daily,  reflect on the sermon, read the coming lessons, and work through 

the study guide.   

As Disciples we need to pray daily, read our Bibles, worship weekly, serve others, develop 

spiritual friendships, and give generously. 

If you were to conduct a survey on a congregation’s favorite 
passages from Scripture, both today’s Epistle Holy Gospel would 
likely end up among the most loved, and rightly so. Both of 

these sets of verses get to the heart of what the faith is all about. They get to 
heart of what it is that makes Christianity different from all other world 
religions—things like grace, love, and sacrifice. These big two passages are “For 
by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is 
the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast” (Ephesians 2:8–
9) and “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). These are 
verses that we should read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest! 
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MISSION PRAYER 
 While we pray the Lord’s Prayer as a gift from Jesus teaching us how to pray, there is 
only one prayer our Lord has commanded his church to actually pray. 
37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 38 Ask the 
Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” (Matthew 9:35-38) 
Together, let us ask the Lord of the harvest to send us out to be his people to the world in 
which we live. 
 Stop & Pray twice each day: 
Lord of The Harvest, we know the need is great and there are too few to pursue the task we 
face. Move us by your Holy Spirit and Jesus' compassion and love towards those we know 
who are open to you. Send workers, yes even us, into your harvest field. Amen 
  
 (Imagine what could happen if every congregational member set an alarm to pray this 
every day at a specific time??) 

READINGS: (Page reference ESV)  

OLD TESTAMENT READING Numbers 21:4–9 (Moses and the bronze serpent) 

(p129) 

EPISTLE Ephesians 2:1–10 (God raised us up with Christ.) (p976) 

HOLY GOSPEL John 3:14–21 (The Son of Man must be lifted up.) (p888)  

GATHERING PRAYER: 
 Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and 
though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all 
our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful good-
ness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT:  Grumble, grumble... 
 It is easy to be swamped by a culture of complaint. The Jews in today's 
Old Testament story were complaining long and loud. God's provision for 
them, they said, wasn't good enough. In today's gospel John remarks that 
people "loved darkness rather than light". The attitude which concentrates 
everything around our own comfort and convenience is part of the dark-
ness. 
 We feel uncomfortable with self sacrificial thoughts. "Why should I 
have to do this, suffer this or give this?" Often it is worst when it comes to 
money. For many of us, to put more than $10 in the plate on Sunday would 
almost give us physical pain. The culture of getting for our own 
sake is darkness. The culture of giving for others' sake is light. 
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Isaiah 43:16-21 – Prayer – seeing God at work. 

 I recently wondered whether we’ve lost the art of having a creative imagination.  I 
thought that to be the case, until I watched my 3-year-old grand-daughter at play.  She would 
sit on my motorbike and pretend she was me or dress up in costumes she devised pretending 
she was a character from her favourite television shows.  She’d play with dolls, doing all sorts 
of interesting things she had seen on a kid’s friendly iPad.  My hope for her generation was 
reinstated as I watched her play with a wonderful, surprising and creative imagination. 

 I worry though that Christians have lost the art of a creative imagination.  In our rush 
toward objectified theological truth, I fear we may have lost the capacity to imagine God.  We 
struggle with Revelation, with its rich imagery, because we can’t seem to objectify it into 
our unimaginative objectification of faith.  We read the Bible as a book of facts, rather than 
a story of faith.  We worship with a set patterns with no variance for the imagination.  And 
we pray as if we are too scared to see what God may be doing with us or through us in 
prayer. 

 I have known people who have the gift of healing.  In our conversations they’d de-
scribe to me how it happens for them.  They’d ask a few questions about the persons prob-
lem, and imagine it invading and damaging the person.  Then they’d pray specifically about 
it, imagining God reaching out to take the problem away.  At other times they’d picture God 
carrying the person up in His arms through their sickness or injury.  I often do similar when I 
pray for people, imagining God wrapping his arms around the person for whom I am pray-
ing.  The amazing thing is that many of these people see God healing the person before 
their eyes and while the rest may not see it, the individuals concerned often talk about 
something divine happening at that moment in their life. 

 Imagination in prayer is a long-held practice.  Paul talks about it in 2 Cor 12:1-4.  
John’s entire Revelation is a prayerful imagination in which God reveals the plan of salva-
tion.  In multiple places God’s people are called to use their imagination as God acts in ways 
that are beyond the seen reality, such as Is.43:16-21.  God calls us to use our imagination 
as we see him at work in our lives, and the lives of those around us.   

 Next time you pray, find a quiet space, and using your imagination picture God at 
work.  Allow your mind to see Him reaching out to you with love and grace.  Extend that 
into the lives of those around you.  Picture the Spirit softening the heart of those who give 
you a tough time.  Image Jesus sitting with your sick or injured friend.  Use the Scriptures, 
such as Is 43, and picture God transforming the wilderness areas of your life, or the life of 
those you love, into places of hope and healing.  Or centre yourself in prayer by setting up a 
specific time (10mins) in which you simply focus on one aspect of God.  Push aside distrac-
tions and thoughts and continue to focus on that one aspect. 

 Prayer is a powerful and life changing aspect of our spiritual life.  God is as much at 
work in you as He is in the lives of those you pray for.  By allowing yourself to picture God at 
work thorough your imagination, you start to see God at work in ways you have never seen 
before.  When you combine this with daily Bible reading, the power of prayer promises to 
take you to that next level.  It is a wonderful and amazing invitation our God has extended, to 
be part of the world He created.  Prayer gives us this special unforgettable moment of faith.   
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Hebrews 5:1–10 (“The source of eternal salvation to all who obey Him”) 

1. If you were on a search committee for a new Pastor, what 3 qualities would you look 

for? 

2. How does the role of the High Priest compare with the role of Jesus (5:1-10)?  In 

terms of how each is chosen?  How each relates to sinners? How each intercedes with 

God? 

3. How does Jesus prayers in v.7 (cf also Mk 14:32-36) demonstrate Jesus humanity?  

How does God answer those prayers? 

4. What qualities of a high priest does Jesus possess (5:1-10) to be designated high 

priest in the line of Melchizedek (v.6,10)? (cf also ch.7). 

5. Why is it hard for many people to trust the love of God? 

6. What kind of situations lead to people turning away from Jesus? 

7. What advantage is it to you to see one of the roles of Jesus as being the great high 

priest? 

8. How would you explain the priesthood of Jesus without reference to the OT sacrificial 

system? 

Prayer: 

Lord Jesus, you are our great high priest.  You intercede for us before your Father, claiming 

us as brothers and sister won through your death and resurrection.  Because of the cross, we 

have access to God, and for that we are eternally thankful.  May we be people who 

intercede for others, drawing them to you as their hope and salvation.  Amen. 

Preparing for next Week 
 FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT (Purple)  

Dense Disciples 
March 18, 2018 

READINGS for next week: (Page reference ESV)  
OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 31:31–34 (“I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel.”) (p660) 
EPISTLE Hebrews 5:1–10 (“The source of eternal salvation to all who obey Him”) (p1003) 
HOLY GOSPEL Mark 10:(32–34) 35–45 (“The Son of Man came not to be served but to 

serve.”) (p846) 

Pastor’s contact details: 02 6024 6884 / 0438311421 david.grulke@lca.org.au 
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